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Titus A. Chap. 15. Ver. 


Theſe Things ſpeak and exhort and re- 
buke with all Authority, Let no Man 
deſpiſe thee. 


Heſe Things refer to what went 

before, — we find that 77 

tus muſt ſpeak the Things which be- 

come ſound Doctrine; exhort all Per- 

ſons of every Age, Sex and Conditi- 

on to their ſeveral Duties ; rebuke thoſe 
Faults to which they are ſubject. 


Theſe Thin 8 he is to ſpeak, exhort 
and rebuke with all Authority. 


Tho? the Authority of Titus con- 
ſidered as a Biſhop, be of larger Ex- 
tent than that of an inferior Mini- 

Adſter, yet the Office of preaching, ex- 
hortiag and rebuking, be common 


8 (4) 
do both, ſo is the Degree of Authority 
that is neceſſary for the Diſcharge of it. t 


_ — 


— 
* 1 * —— — 
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To render it effectual, the Apoſtle 


adds in his Charge, Let no Man de- ( 
| ſpiſe thee, which makes an entire Sen- ( 
\  - tence diſtin from the foregoing, and b 
| may with Propriety of Senle and 
| Speech, be directed either to the Pa- 
| {tor or to the Flock. In the former 
* Senſeitimports a Charge to Titus to be- 
N have himſelf, ſo as not to deſerve Con- 1 
tempt. In the latter Senſe it imports | ,, 
aa command to thoſe committed to his Ia 
|| paſtoral Care, not to deſpiſe Tirus. p 
| I intend in my following Diſcourſe 
do conſider this Charge in each of B 


1 theſe Senſes, and to enquire, 

[| I/, What is the Authority with 

| which the Miniſters of Chriſt are in- 
veſted 2 —_—_— 


* 
N 97 | 2dly, 


(5 


2dly, From what Cauſes this Au- 
thority may come to be deſpiſed? 


zaly, By what Means a Miniſter of 

Chriſt may ſecure his Authority from 

| Contempt, ſo as to let no Man deſpiſe 
| him ? 


Firſt, then, as to the Authority, 
what it is? 


r 

; We read in the Goſpel, (Matthew 
e xxviii. Chap. 18, 19, & 20. Ver.) that 
S || our Saviour Chriſt a little before he 
8 aſcended into Heaven, took Care to 

| 2 a Government for his Church, 
e tells his Apoſtles, A Power is gi- 

of ven unto me in Heaven and in Earth. 
By Virtue of this Power, he Com- 
red ons them, Go ye therefore and 
h teach all Nations, hope them in the 

n- | Name of the Fa ather, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt: Teaching hem 
to obſerve all Thin gs whatſoever | have 
J, || commanded you. To this a Promiſe is 
i 3 A 3 added, 


. 
added, which extends to their Succeſ- 
ſors for ever. Lo, I am with you al- 


_ way, even unto the End of the World. 


The Communication of ſpiritual 
Aſſiſtances neceſſary for the Diſcharge 
of this Office was deferred till the De- 
{cent of the Holy Ghoſt, of which we 
have a particular Account, as alſo of 
the Subordinatian of Miniſters in the 
iv. Chap. of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the 


Epheſians (8, 11, & 12. Verſes) When 


Chriſt aſcended up on high, he led Cap- 
tivity captive, and gave Gifts unto Men. 
And he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome 
Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſis, and 


ſome Paſtors and Teachers. 


St. Paul herealſo mentionstheEnd and 
Deſign for which theſe ſeveral Officers 
were appointed, For the perfecting of 
the Saints, for the work of the Miniltry, 


for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. 


Thus 


= 
— 
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Thus it appears from holy Scripture, 
that Chriſt did give Authority to cer- 
tain Miniſters under him, to Rule 
and Govern his Church; and that this 
Authority was not to expire with thoſe 
Men who did firſt receive it, nor im- 
parted to all in the ſame Degree and 
Proportion. | 


As our Lord has declared that his 
Kingdom is not of this World (John xviii. 
Chap. 36. Verſe) the Miniſters of his 
Kingdom ſhould never forget that the 
Authority which they derive from 
Chriſt is entirely Spiritual, ſo that they 
can from thence claim no Temporal 
Authority, nor to be in any wiſe ex- 
empted from the Subjection due to the 
Civil Magiſtrate, as the Clergy of the 
Church of Rome have claimed. 


The Proteſtant Clergy have renoun- 
ced theſe Uſurpations, together with 
the other Errors of Popery, they de- 


clare (Article xxxvii.) That the chief 


A — Goveru- 


(8) 
Government o Fall Eftates of this Realm, 
whether they be Eccleſraftical or Civil, in 
all Cauſes doth appertain unto the King 5 
Majeſty. They diſclaim all Coercive 
Power, and acknowledge that the Au- 
thority which they have received from 
Chriſt is to be exerciſed by Perſuaſion, 
not by Force, over the Conſciences, 
not the Perſons of Men. Nor do they 
claim any Temporal Privilege as Cler- 


granted by the Laws of their Country. 


1 Neither in Spirituals do the Pro- 
||| reftant Clergy pretend to exerciſe a 
|| Tyranny over the Minds of the Peo- 

ple, which St. Paul calls (2 Cor. i. 
Chap. 24. Verſe) a Dominion over their 
Faith, or that the Laity are bound 
to believe and todo as they ſhall dire&, 
upon their bare Word, becauſe the 


zicle xxi That general Councils. may 
err, ny ſameromes pave erred, They 
| | declare 


— 


gymen, but what has been freely 


Clergy 1 ſo; they acknowledge (Ar 


(9) 
declare [ Article vi. } That the holy Scrip- 
ture containeth all Things neceſſary to 
Salvation, ſo that whatſoever is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is 
not required of any Man that it ſhould 
be believed as an Article of Faith, or be 
thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvati- 


on. 


This being the received Doctrine of 


our Church, vindicates the Clergy 


from the Imputation juſtly laid upon 


the Jews in our Saviour's Time, and 
upon the Popiſh Clergy afterwards 
(Mark vii. Chap. 7. & 13. Verſes) That 
they teach for Doftrmes the Command- 


ments of Men, and make the Word of 


God of none Effect through their Tradi- 
ton. | 


The Goſpel of Chriſt needs no ſuch 
Supplement: It is ſo perfect, and fo 
well adapted to the Benefit and true 


Intereſt of Mankind, that the Clergy | 
dare appeal to the Underſtanding of 


their 
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their Hearers, with St. Paul, who 


tells the Corinthians (t Cor. x. Chap. 
15. Verſe) I ſpeak as to wiſe Men, 


judge ye what I ſay. 


But if in the Diſcharge of their Duty 
the Clergy ſhould ſpeak, exhort and 
rebuke, with an Authority that may 
ſeem grievous to the corrupt Inclinati- 
ons of their Flock, yet their Power 
is ſuch, as will bind the Conſcience of 
the People, to give ſerious Attention, 
to conſider the Doctrine that is re- 
commended to them impartially, and 
carefully, not to deſpiſe the Advice of 
the Miniſter, without ſufficient Evi- 
dence, that it is not agreeable to the 


Word of God, or to Reaſon, or with- 


in the Compaſs and Powers of the 
Authority by which he acts. It is not 
a particular Fancy or Diſguſt, it is not 
amean Opinion ofa Miniſter's Perſon or 


Abilities, that can juſtify a Contempt 
for what he ſays or does in the due 


Execution 
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without its Miniſters. 


(1) 


Execution of his Office; for he comes 
in the Name and Authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt, fo that the Aﬀront would be 
put not ſo much on the Meſſenger, as 


on his Principal, who ſent him. And 


it ſhould be remembred, that our 


Lord declares to his Diſciples who 
were ſent to teach (Luke x. Chap. 16. 
Verſe) He that heareth you, heareth me : 


and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeæth me. 


l will not detain you upon this Point, 
as I might, by ſhowing the Regard 
which the Primitive Chriſtians expreſ- 
ſed for their Clergy, in what bich 
Eſteem the Prieſthood was amongſt the 
Jews, nay, amongſt all even the Hea- 
then Nations, no Society being able to 
ſubſiſt without Religion, nor Religion 
Hoping what 
I have ſaid may ſuffice to ſhew, what 
the Authority is with which the Mini- 


ſters of Chriſt are inveſted, I proceed 


to conſider, 0 
2dly, 


s) 
zal, From what Cauſes this Au- le 
thority may come to be deſpiſed. c 


One would think, that an Office . 
of ſo much Uſe and Dignity, inſtituted 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, could never || - 
fall into Contempt amongſt Chriſtians, o 
who ſtand indebted to it for the Light 
of the Goſpel, and all the invaluable 
Benefits of the Chriſtian Religion, if || x 
Experience did not ſhew that the Mini- v 
ſters of Chriſt may, and often do be- || 5 
come Objects of Scorn and Reproach. 


Perhaps it may be of Uſe, to en- 
quire into the principal Cauſes of this 
Calamity : Sure I am, that it is of the 
utmoſt Importance to all Parties, as 
well the Scorners, as thoſe who 
are ſcorned, to lay the Effects ſeriouſ- | © 
ly to Heart. : 


| Whilſt the World continues to beat 

_ what it is, and always was, it muſt needs fo 

be that Offences come(Matth. xviii. 7.) as || 8! 
* long 


I 
long as Chriſtians are ſinful Men, and 
carry human Infirmities about them, 
they will be too apt to take Offence at 
the Clergy; and as long as the Clergy 
are alſo Men of ike Paſſions (Acts xiv, 
Chap. 15. Verſe.) ſome of them muſt 
give Cauſe of Offencge. 
A Miniſter of Chriſt is by the very 
Nature of his Office, a Check upon 
Vice and Impiety, it is his proper Bu- 
ſineſs to preach the Goſpel, a Syſtem 
of ſublime and ſevere Morality, teach 
ing us, that denying Ungodlmeſs and 
worldly Luſts, we ſhould Ive ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
World. Titus ii. * 1 2. Verſe) This 
Doctrine lays a Reſtraint, or at leaſt 
a Reproach upon Men in their Pur- 
ſuits of unlawful Pleaſure and Profit, 


who when thus diſpoſed cannot be well 


affected to the Teachers of it. Where- 
fore it muſt be expected that incorri- 
gible Sinners, the ſenſual and immor- 


al 


PR (14) 

al Part of the World, which it is' to 
be feared makes no ſmall Part, will be 
Enemies to the Clergy, for they are 
touched in a tender Point, by an Order 
profeſſedly engaged on the fide of Vir- 
tue, that is, on the fide oppoſite to 
That which theſe worldly Men have 
eſpouſed. A Cen ſure of the Vices of 


Conduct of theſe Sinners, an Exhor- 
tation to Amendment of Life, if Per- 
adventure it ſhould take Place, ſo far 


as to awaken the Conſcience, muſt 
diſturb their Pleaſures, 


It is therefore no great wonder if 
the Miniſterial Function ſhould meet 
with Contempt, when there is fo 
numerous and ſo powerful a Combi- 
nation againſt it. 


And hap py it were for the Clergy 
if they had no other Gainſayers than 
Libertines, who have as far as in them 


lies inverted the Order and Nature 
3.0 | of 


the Age, reflects a Diſgrace upon the 


( x5 ) 


* 


of Things, and taken pains to cor- 


; rupt. their Principles and Taſte to 

« || that degree, that they commonly call | 

Evil Good, and Good Evil, put Bitter 

T 5 2 

r Sweet, and Sweet for Bitter (Iſaiah 

„ | 5-20.) Theſe unhappy Men are 

e known to act ſo much by contrary, 
that the greateſt Commendation, 

pf n 

e | which they can give to Perſons or 

Things, is to ſpeak evil of them, 

Oo that in effect their conſtant rail- 


iug againſt the Clergy makes a pre- 
p ſumptive Proof of the excellency of 
IT j OE, 

the calling : .Were. it really evil, theſe 

Men would not act ſo inconſiſtently 
if | with themſelves as to let the Clergy 
et | be the ſingle Inſtance of an evil Thing 
ſo | which they deſpiſed. ' 


| Befides the immoral Part of the 
World, who are againſt all Clergy for 
the ſame Reafons, that they are 
againſt all Religion; our Clergy of 

the Eſtabliſhed | Church muſt expect 
contemptuous and unkind Uſage 
Jo from 


2 
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from thoſe who are Enemies to the 


Proteſtant Religion, or to the Church 
by Law Eſtabliſnee. 


The Papiſts, who are the maſt 
powerful Religion in Europe, and by 
far the moſt numerous in this Coun- 
try, do with unwearied Diligence 
continue to uſe all means, whether 
of Force or Fraud, to regain Pro- 
teſtants (whom they call Hereticks) 
over to their Religion, ori [if e 


not be done] to deſtroy them. 


— 


Their frequent attempts ſince the 
Reforinatiot to reduce us by vio- 
lence, have thro' the Mercifat and 
in ſome caſes the wonderful Provi- 
dence of God, proved ineffeual ; 


nor do they . ſeem likely. to ſacceed 


as long as theſe Nations are Anled 


ol a Proteſtant Prince. ! 4 


85 


The Hiſtory of our Country 


gives abundant proof that the Learns 


ing, the ebe and the * 
0 
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of the Clergy in times of danger, 
at the Revolution, as well as at the 
Reformation, were greatly inſtrumen- 
tal in ſecuring, theſe Nations from 
Popiſh Tyranny. and Deluſion, and 
ſettling the Proteſtant Religion in 
the manner that it is now Eſtabliſh- 
ed. | _ 


This Behaviour as it will never be 
forgiven by that Perſecuting ſpirit 
which is bent upon the Extirpation 
of our Religion, ſo ſhould it never 
be forgotten by ſuch'as profels a Zeal 
for it. 1 | 


ö 


Beſides the Papiſts, a numerous 
Body of our Proteſtant Brethren 
declare a Diflike for our Or- 
der. Theſe agree with us in the 
Effentials of Religion, and yet fepa- 
rate from the Communion of our 
Church upon account of Things in- 
different. | 

| B 


7 18) ; 


As Diſſentions proceedin g from the 
moſt trifling Cauſe are obſerved to 
be proſecuted in the moſt violent 


manner, and to make up in Heat for N 
the want of Importance; fo in this. I 
caſe, until it ſhall pleaſe God to touch ul 
the Hearts of Proteſtant Diſſenters tl 
with a due ſenſe of the ſinfulneſs of || 2! 
Schiſm, we muſt expect a continu- . 
ance of that unhappy ſeperation C 
which divides the Body of Chriſt. * 

3 


VND osot only Proteſtant Diſſenters, but | © 
all Sects and Hereſies, all Inventers 
|| f of new and dangerous Opinions, who 
|! are many of them become Free-Wri- 
ters as well as Free-Thinkers, I ſay pP 
all theſe, tho' they agree in nothing 
| ' elſe, do joyn with one conſent in 
||| Railing at the Clergy of the Eſta- lea 
| | bliſhed Church, 
| 


This [Th 


en 


This diſorderly Race is of late en- 
creaſed in numbers, and become 
Maſters of a ſtock of Wit and Learn- 
ing: It need not be ſaid to what 
uſe it is applied, we all know that 
there is nothing Sacred in Heaven 
or upon Earth which eſcapes unre- 
viled. It is no wonder then that the 
Clergy who ſtand foremoſt in de- 
fence of Religion and Truth, and 


moſt expoſed to theſe Aſſaults, are 


as far as poſſible brought unto Ri- 
dicule and Contempt. The Opini- 
ons of theſe Men however Unchriſ- 
tian and Abſurd they may prove 
upon a fair and full Enquiry; have 
the advantage of novelty, are re- 
commended by an Elegance, or at 
leaſt a Quaintneſs of Style; ſome of 
them by a Tincture of Polite Learn- 
ing, almoſt all by the Satyr and Rail- 
lery with which they are pointed. 
Theſe allurements invite unwary 
People to Read, whoſe Imaginations 

of 32 are 
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are pleaſed, when their underſtand- 


ings are not in the leaſt inform'd, 


and this muſt inſenſibly leave an Im- 


preſſion very unfavourable to Reli- 
gion and its Miniſters. 


Hitherto we have enquired into 


the outward cauſes, ſuch as proceed 


from the People. Let us now con- 
ſider whether there may not be ſome 
in ward cauſes of this Contempt, ſuch 
as proceed from the Clergy, and ask 


ourſelves impartially the Queſtion, 


Do we give the World no cauſe of 
offence ? | 7. 


The Authority of our Office is Sa- 
cred, when exerciſed as becomes a 
Sacred Office, which ought to be ſe- 
parated (as much as may be) from 
Worldly cares and ſtudies, and wholly 
applied to the ſervice of Religion. 
But if it could be imputed to the 


Clergy that omitting the weightier 


Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mer- 
09 
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cy ani Fanh, (Matthew xxiii. Chap. 
23. Verſe.) their Miniſtry is ever de- 
baſed to. ſerve a Time or a Party, 
there 1s juſt cauſe to believe that a 
Behaviour ſo much out of Character, 
would revive the Jealouſies occaſioned 
formerly by Papal Uſurpations, and 
inſtead of gaining new power, in ef- 
fect take off from that Authority 
which doth of Right belong to the 
-_— map 


If. a Clergyman can with Ju- 
ſtice be accuſed of neglecting the 
Duties of his Calling, or of Coolneſs, 
or Indiſcretion in the Diſcharge of 
theſe Duties ; if he can be charged 
with Ignorance and Inſufficiency in 
matters relating to his proper Buſi- 
neſs; but above all, if he can be taxed 
with Immorality, and giving a bad 
Example: (Whatſoever Maintenance 
or Station he may have in the 
Church,) it is in vain for him to 

33 expect 
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KS) 
expect that honour which is due to 
the Elders that rule well. 


An inward Eſteem proceeding from 
good Works, is the Fountain from 


which this Honour is to be derived: 


It muſt therefore be a Deluſion in an 
irregular Clergyman to expect that 
his Office ſhould ſecure his Perſon 
from Contempt: As the World goes, 
the generality of Men would rather 
be inclined to deſpiſe the Office on 
account of the Perſon. A diſtincti- 
on between the Clergyman and the 
Man is often talked of, but ſeldom 
obſerved where there may be occa- 
ſion for it; becauſe it is ſo nice, that 
few underſtand how to make it ; and 
if it were made, the Contempt which 
ſpared the CharaQter, would fall the 
heavier upon the Man; ſince Holy 
Orders never give protection from 
the Infamy or Puniſhment of. any 
Vice, but add greatly to its Guilt 
and Deformity, _ 

| | It 
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It is not meant by what has been 
ſaid to caſt any general Imputarion 
upon the Clergy ; neither would it 
1 | be juſt or ingenuous to ſuppoſe, that 
: a numerous Body choſen out of a 
z | corrupt Laity, ſhould in every In- 
t | ſtance be without ſpot or blemiſh. 
1 | My Duty is upon this occaſion to 
exhort each individual to ſearch and 
r | examine his own. Conſcience, and ſee 
n | whether he doth all Things ap- 
prove Himſelf as the Miniſter of God 
e | (2. Cor. vi. Chap. 3. & 4.Verſes. ) 
n | and give no offeuce in any Thing that 


the Miniſtry be not blamed. 


I proceed in the laſt place to conſi- 
der 3dly. By what means a Miniſter 
of Chriſt may ſecure his Autho- 
rity. from Contempt, ſo as to let no 


Man deſpiſe him. 


Seeing then that we live in a World 
ilt ill diſpoſed towards the Goſpel which 
we preach, apt to take offence, and to 
(3.308 B 4 look 
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look,upon us with a jealous and ſcorn- 
ful Eye; bat manner of : Perſons 
ought we to be in all Holy Converſa- 
tou and Godlineſs ? ( 2. Peter iii. 
Chap. 11. Verſe) How ſound muſt 
be that Speech which caunat be con- 
demned? ( Titus ii. Chap. 8. Verſe. ) 
How hlamele/s and harmleſs our Con- 
duct to be without rebuke in the 
midi of a crooked and perverſe Nation 
or Generation? (Phil. ii. Chap. 15. 
Verſe) what exact caution is requiſite 
on our part, hat he that is of the 
contrary part may be aſhamed, hav- 
ing no evil thing to ſay of us? (Titus 
ii. Chap. 8. Verſe) —© * 


It is true that we live in an Age re- 
markably Licentious, that de/p/es 
Government, preſumptuous, ſelf-wilP d, 
not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities; 
( 2. Peter ii. Chap. 10. Verſe ) 
but bad as the World is, we are {till 
to hope that Religion has not alto» 

gether loſt its Influence, nor its * 
f CIS 
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ſters their proper Authority, when 
duly exerciſed,j that the powerful 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt yill co» 
operate with our weak but {incerg 
Endeavours; and that when our ways 
pleaſe the Lord, he will' make even 
our Enemies to be at Pears with us. 
(Prov. xvi. Chap. . Verſe.) + 


Let us then convince the. World 
that we of the Clergy do ourſelves un- 
derſtand the Authority of-our Office, 
and hold it in that eſteem and re- 
ſpe& which we expect from others, 
by performing the Duties of it in the 
molt uſeful and moſt edifying man- 
ner. nasse ani nl 


1.3 


The Function of a, Clergyman is 
ſo very uſeful to the Temporal as 
well as-to the Eternal Intereſts of 
Men, #hoſe of the Life that nom is, and 
of that which, js 19 come, (1. Tim. iv, 
Chap. 8.. Verſe.) that (upon impar- 
tial conſideration) no wiſe or unpre- 

judiced 
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judiced Perſon, let him love the 
World ever ſo much (if he under- 
ſtood it) would wiſh to diveſt the 
Clergy of their due Authority; be- 
cauſe it is neceſſary to reſtrain thoſe 
Paſſions which would diſturb the 
Peace, and conſequently the pleaſure 
of Society, if Men were ſubject only 
for Wrath, and not alſo for Conſcience 
ſake. (Rom, xiii. Chap. 5. Verſe.) 


It might go a great way towards 
the reconciling Men to the commu- 
nion of our Church (whether Diſſen- 
ters or Papiſts) if their eſteem and 
affections were firſt reconciled. The 
generality are incapable of under- 
ſtanding the Force of an argument, 
none ſo ſimple as not to be influ- 
enced by their Senſes. Wherefore 
if our Light did ſo ſhine before Men 
that they might ſee our good Works ; 
( Matthew v. Chap. 16. Verſe. ) if 
thoſe which are without, always heard 
a good. Report of us; (1, Tim. iii. 
= Chap. 


(+) : 

Chap. vii. Verſe.) but above all, if 
they felt the warm and comfortable 
effects of our Paſtoral care, in df 


tributing to their neceſſittes; (Rom. | 


xii. Chap. 13. Verſe.) Apineſs to 

teach, Meekneſs in inſtructing theſe 
that oppoſe themſelves; (2. Tim. ii. 
| Chap. 24, & 25. Verſes: ) per- 
| | haps their Prejudices (if any left 
might lean towards our fide ; at leaſt 

the ſtrength of thoſe Prejudices which 
3 | at preſent work ſo mightily againſt 
; us, and in a great meaſure defeat our 
8 Labours, might be abated. | 
d The moſt effectual means to pre- 
e | ſerve the Order from the Contempt 
— of Libertines, would be to reform 
t, | them ( if poſſible,) and ſhow by our 

Living as well as by our Preaching, 
that we are throughly convinced ot 
the Truth and Importance of Reli- 
| gion, that we do not lade Men with 
Burdens grievous to be born, and we 
our ſelves touch not the. Burdens with 


Ht 46. Ver.) 
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46. Verſe.) but are the firſt to ap- 
ply. our own ſhoulders to every Task 
and Duty which we lay upon the Peo- 
ple. Otherwiſe it is to be feared 
that they will hardly think us to be 
in earneſt, but judge all our ſpeech- 
es, Exhortations and Rebukes, tho 
delivered with ever ſo great Empha- 
fis and Authority, to be no better 
than the cant of a Trade, as ſome 
are pleaſed to call them. 


Nor can it avail much to boaſt. 


that the Church to which we belong, 
is the purcſt and the beſt reform'd 
Church in the World ; for we are 
Parties in this Cauſe, and therefore 
not entitled to be credited upon our 
bare Word. Or ſhould we ſucceed 
in this Point, and not live-up to the 
Doctrine and Diſcipline which we ex 
toll, then the Commendation of the 
Church muſt turn to the Reproach 
of the Clergy, C0 


Neͤither 


* 
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Neither can it gain us much Autho-» 


k | rity, to make a pompous Oſtentation of 
- the ſeveral Names and Titles with 
d | which the Miniſtry. is dignify'd in 
e || holy Scripture; and to tell the Peo- 
- | ple that we are Rulers | Matthew xxiv. 
oY | Chap. 45. YLerje|: Stewards of Chriſis 
- | Homfhold ¶ Lale xii.. 42. Verſe] His 
xr | Monifters, | x Cor. iv. Chap. 1. Ver.) His. 
ie | Angels and Meſſengers of bis Church, 
[ 2 Cor. viii. Chap. 23. Verſe) His Am- 
| 2affadors [2 Cor. v. Chap. 20. Verſe] 
ſt | unleſs we act ſuitably to theſe Cha- 
87 | raters, and perform the Office an- 
'd | nexed to the Honour. Theſe Terms 
re | are not proper, but Figurative, in- 
TC | tended to inſtruct us in the ſeveral 
ur | Branches of our Duty, not to lift us 
ed up with Pride; for if theſe be taken 
he | in a ſtrict and proper Senſe ; then by 
the ſame Rule the Miniſters of Chriſt 
he | are to beaccounted as Soldiers [2 Tim. 
ch ii. 3.] Builders CI Cor. iii. 10. ] and La- 
- | bourers [Luke x. 2.} for by theſe 
er | Names alſo they are called in holy 
Scripture: 


f aa 
ET 
Scripture: - Whereas in Truth, the 


Titles of each Sort and Degree, 
whether they carry a ſhow of 
Dignity and Pre-eminence, or of 
Meanneſs and Humility, ſhould be 

taken in ſuch a Senſe as may make 
them to be conſiſtent with each other 

in the ſame Perſons, and put thoſe 

to whom they are given in Mind, | 7, 
| that they are to execute an Office of | ;; j 
Truſt and Dignity, with Modeſty and 4.1 
Meekneſs; to endure Hardneſs, and | dor 
| undergo any Hazard that may attend | the 
it with the Courage of a Soldier; and 
| [2 Tim. ii. Chap. 3, Verſe) To build his 
on the Foundation of the Apoſtles and | cy, 
Prophets, with the Skill of a wiſe Ma- 9 
fter-Builder ; ¶ Eph. ii. Chap. 20. Ver. | 4 
& 1 Cor. iii. Chap. 10. Ferſe)] and to the 
work in their Lord's Vineyard and Ithei 
Harveſt, with the Diligence of a La- ple | 
| bourer. [Marthew xx. Chap: 1 2. Verſe] * 

In like Manner if we are Ministers of |,,,, 
Chriſt, and Stewards of the „ 18 
| 5 of. 


: 
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of God, and would be accounted of as. 
ſuch, hen it is required of us, that we. 
be found faithful, LI Cor. iv. Chap. 1, 2. 
Verſes. | c 


If we are Shepherds, then we are zo 
feed the Lambs and the Sheep of Chriſt, 
John xxi. Chap. 15. & 16. Verſes) to 

I make them to hear our Voice, (John x. 
IC. 3. Verſe] to go after that Sheep which 
st until we find it, {Luke xv. Chap. 
| | 4. Verſe.] If we are Chriſt's Ambaſla- 
| | dors and expect to be honoured as ſuch, 
I [then we are to execute our Powers, 
fand repreſent his Perſon according to 
his Inſtructions, and to fray Men in 
4 |Chriff's ftiead, that they be reconciled to 
= | God. [2 Cor. v. Chap. 20. Verſe.) 
". | Theſe Appellations ſhould inſtru 
o [the Laity as well as the Clergy, in 
d [their Duty to each other. The Peo- 
a- [ple ſhould learn from thence to regard 
©] the Perſons of thoſe which labour a- 
of mong them and are over them in the - 


Lord, 


( jt ) 


Lord; forthe Sake of their Office: As St. 
Paul expreſſes it, to know them and to e- 
fteem them very highly in Love for their 
work Sale. (1 Thef. v. Ch. 13. Ver.) But 


the principal Thing intended by theſe 
Titles, is toimprint in the Minds of 


Men a Veneration for Religion, upon 


Account of which ſuch Honour is 
given by Chriſt's Command to thoſe 
who teach it: It is not for their 
own Sakes, but for their Relation to 


his Service, that our Lord Promiſes 


to reward any the leaſt Kindneſs done 
to his Miniſters, when he tells his Diſ- 
ciples, Whoſcever ſhall grve you a Cup 


of Water to drink in my. Name, and 


ecauſe ye belong to Chriſt, ſhall not hoſe 
his Reward: (Mark ix. Chap. 41. Ver.) 


St. Paul alſo limits the Benefice to the 
Office. (1 Tim. v. Chap. 17. Verſe.) 
Let the Elders that Rule well, be count- 


A/ 


XX, 


ed worthy of double Honour, eſpecially] ſele 
mE _ vhey|.the 


= ” 


up 
and 


loſe 


er.) 


| the 


So mA 


they. who labour in rhe Nord and Do- 


Grine. 


To conclude. Since it muſt needs 


be that Offences come ; it doth highly 
import all Perſons, whether of the 
Laity, or of the Clergy, to avoid the 
Woe denounced againit that Man by 
whom the Offence cometh. ( Matth. xviii. 
Chap: Verne ON et 


But more eſpecially ſuch of us as 
are dedicated to the immediate Service 
of God and Religion, ſhould give all 
Diligence and he Inſtant in the Per- 
formance of thoſe Engagements which 
we entered into at our Ordination; 


remembring the ſolemn Charge given 


by St. Paul to the Elders of the Church 
of Epheſus, (or of the Churches of 


-ſe.)| Aſia, as others underſtand it.) [AFs 


unt xx. Chap. 28. Ver.) Take heed unto your 

zally 

they the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, 
4 ht 8 | 


ſelves, and to all the Flock, over the which 


70 
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ben phe Charch of God, hich he 
| C bat Purcbaſed u with his own Blood. 


| Then, and not till then, may we 
* 22 to ſpeak, exhort, and rebuke with 
'S and 2 ler Man ene 


007.6 what i "a d, and 
the Lord give you underſtanding i in 
all Things. 


Now to the ever | blefled Trinity, 
Three Perſons and One God, to the 

Father, and to the Son, and th the 
Holy Ghoſt; be the Kingdom, the 
| Power, and the Glory for ever and 
ever. Amen, 


